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Activity Overview:  Explaining what algorithms are and how computers use them.
Target Grade Level: 3-5
Target Subject: Computer Science
Notes for Educators: 
Materials: 
None
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[bookmark: _kax31dhamnni]PRE-TEST
What is an algorithm?
How do algorithms help us?
Why do computers need algorithms?
[bookmark: _hnu5urn30848]OBJECTIVES
Define what an algorithm is
How we use algorithms in daily tasks
Understand why computers need algorithms 
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See a finished origami, or See a computer using an algorithm to complete a task
[bookmark: _s6ofppswzhxg]ACTIVITY INSTRUCTIONS
Through this activity students will see what an algorithm is, why computers need them to know what to do and how they are apart of our daily tasks.
[bookmark: _qrkin4nnchoe]Supplemental Activity Document
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1AAkQ6W1MUtPbWrkcxIlFYJpJi3APYESW 
[bookmark: _gru63av66vt2]REVIEW
Discuss how would you give instructions to another person or a computer?
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What is an algorithm?
How do algorithms help us?
Why do computers need algorithms?
[bookmark: _q3efxs8bivt2]STANDARDS	
[bookmark: _rt2a8ki7mc9j]CROSS-DISCIPLINARY
CS: 5.AP.A.01, 5.AP.M.01, 5.AP.M.02, 5.AP.PD.01, 5.AP.PD.03, 5.AP.PD.04, 5.AP.PD.05, 5.IC.SI.02.
ISTE: 4.A, 4.C, 4.D, 5.A, 5.C, 5.D, 6.D, 7.B, 7.C, 
ELA: RL.5.5, RI.5.3, RI.5.9, SL.5.6 
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[bookmark: _5ro61xc4pnl5]Domains:
Algorithms and Programming, Impacts of Computing
[bookmark: _hg0z723slm2a]Practices:
Collaborating Around Computing, Recognizing and Defining Computational Problems, Communicating About Computing
[bookmark: _yuj5bqv6mn4g]Specific CS Standards:
AP.A, AP.M, AP.PD, IC.SI
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